
Hofmann, Nguyen Gobber

Hofmann is based on a grid system by Armin Hofmann, hence the name of this display typeface. To our knowledge, 
the grid system was never used to create any applied design. It was more of an experimental tool for visual  
studies. In the same spirit, this typeface explores the possibilities and limits of creating a typeface with  
Hofmann’s design tool. The result is a display typeface with a distinct visual appearance. While its design 
doesn’t allow for crystal-clear readability, Hofmann excels in unconventional wordmarks, offbeat typographic 
posters, and eye-catching titles.
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Excerpt from “Detail in Typography” by Jost Hochuli

22 Pt

ONCE AGAIN, WE EN-
counter the phenom-
ENON THAT TYPEFACES 
— regardless of their 
OPTICAL LEGIBILITY — 
trigger particular 
FEELINGS ON THE  
PART of readers sim-
ply THROUGH THEIR …

APPEARANCE, AND can have a posiTIVE 
OR NEGATIVE impact. This seems TO  
BE PRAGMATIC evidence to show THAT, 
OVER AND above their primaRY AND  
ESSENTIAL task of acting as A VISUAL 
MEANS of transport for LANGUAGE, 
TYPEfaces are also ABLE TO COMMUNI-
cate atmosphere. In this context, 
Spencer mentions analyses by Ovink 
and Zachrisson that reinforce this 
assumption. However, on the basis of 
an analysis of advertisements over 
a period of 50 years, Spencer be-
lieves ‘that findings of congeniality 
may have little temporal stability, 
and such an examination supports ...



OpenType Features

Stylistic Set 1: Alternate j

OFF ON
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object

Stylistic Set 2: Alternate Ä ä Ö Ü ü

OFF ON
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Stylistic Set 3: Alternate two

OFF ON

29. 6. 1920
4+2=6

29. 6. 1920
4+2=6

Stylistic Set 4: Alternate brackets

OFF

The descrIption 
(p. 23) refERs to 
the botToM-lEFt 
ImAge [FiG. 57].
ON

The descrIption 
(p. 23) refERs to 
the botToM-lEFt 
ImAge [FiG. 57].



Character Set Overview

Uppercase Letters A B C D E F G H I J K L M N 
O P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Lowercase Letters a b c d e f g h i j k l m n 
o p q r s t u v w x y z

Figures 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Accented Uppercase Letters

Á Ă Â Ä À Ā Ą Å Ã Æ Ć Č Ç Ĉ Ċ 
Ď Ð É Ĕ Ě Ê Ë Ė È Ē Ę Ẽ Ğ Ĝ Ģ 
Ġ Ḡ Ħ Ĥ Í Ĭ Î Ï İ Ì Ī Į Ĩ Ĳ J Ĵ Ķ Ĺ 
Ľ Ļ Ŀ Ł Ń Ň Ņ Ñ Ŋ Ó Ŏ Ô Ö Ò 
Ő Ō Ø Õ Œ Þ Ŕ Ř Ŗ Ś Š Ş Ŝ Ș 
ẞ Ŧ Ť Ţ Ț Ú Ŭ Û Ü Ù Ű Ū Ų Ů  
Ũ Ẃ Ŵ Ẅ Ẁ Ý Ŷ Ÿ Ỳ Ỹ Ź Ž Ż

Accented Lowercase Letters

á ă â ä à ā ą å ã æ ć č ç ĉ ċ 
ď ð é ĕ ě ê ë ė è ē ę ẽ ğ ĝ ģ 
ġ ḡ ħ ĥ í ĭ î ï i ì ī į ĩ ĳ j ĵ ķ ĺ 
ľ ļ ŀ ł ń ň ņ ñ ŋ ó ŏ ô ö ò ő 
ō ø õ œ þ ŕ ř ŗ ś š ş ŝ ș ß 
ŧ ť ţ ț ú ŭ û ü ù ű ū ų ů ũ  
ẃ ŵ ẅ ẁ ý ŷ ÿ ỳ ỹ ź ž ż



Punctuation, Symbols . , : ; … ! ¡ ? ¿ · • * / \ - – — _ ( ) { } [ ]  
‚ „ “ ” ‘ ’ « » ‹ › " ' @ & ° | ¦ † ‡

Mathematical Symbols + − × ÷ = > < ± ≈ ~ ̂  % ‰
Arrows ↗ ↘ ↙ ↖
Stylistic Set 1: Alternate j

ĳ j j ĵ 
Stylistic Set 2: Alternate Ä ä Ö Ü ü Ä ä Ö Ü ü
Stylistic Set 3: Alternate two 2 
Stylistic Set 4: Alternate brackets ( )  [ ] 
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