
Funkhaus, Nguyen Gobber

Funkhaus is a playful and expressive monospaced typeface born at the Vienna Broadcasting House (Funkhaus Wien),  
a landmark building that once housed Austria’s national radio broadcaster. Its design is inspired by stylised 
radar displays, tape reels, and radio waves, all of which connect to broadcasting. Each letterform follows  
an underlying grid system combining a limited set of components in varied ways. By emphasising ornamental and 
geometric shapes, as well as symmetry and flowing lines, the typeface also reflects aesthetic qualities of  
Viennese Art Nouveau.
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Once again, we 
encounter the 
phenomenon that 
typefaces — re-
gardless of their 
optical legibili-
ty — trigger par-
ticular feelings 
on the part of 
readers simply …

through their appearance, and 
can have a positive or neg
ative impact. This seems to 
be pragmatic evidence to show 
that, over and above their 
primary and essential task  
of acting as a visual means 
of transport for language, 
typefaces are also able to  
communicate atmosphere. In 
this context, Spencer men-
tions analyses by Ovink and 
Zachrisson that reinforce 
this assumption. However, on 
the basis of an analysis of 
advertisements over a period  
of 50 years, Spencer believes  
‘that findings of … 
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Character Set Overview

Letters

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNO 
PQQRSßTUVWXYZ ÄÖÜÜ
Figures

0123456789
Punctuation, Mathematical Symbols
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